
BY GINTAUTAS DUMCIUS
MANAGING EDITOR

A slate of Mayor Mi-
chelle Wu’s nominees 
for the Zoning Board of 
Appeal (ZBA), a power-
ful city panel, was set to 
advance through the City 
Council this week.

A critic of the ZBA on 
the mayoral campaign 
trail, Wu put forward 
the slate in September, 

proposing to reappoint 
just three people who 
served under previous 
administrations.

The ZBA has 14 mem-
bers, with seven serv-
ing “primary” roles and 
seven as “alternates,” 
who serve when the 
primary members are 
unable to participate at 
a hearing. State law calls 
for the panel to include 

people from the world of 
architects, construction 
unions, and the building/
real estate sectors.

The nominees require 
approval from the City 
Council, which could vote 
to approve the names 
Wednesday afternoon, at 
their last meeting of the 
year. The panel’s plan-
ning and development 
committee, chaired by 

Dorchester Councillor 
Frank Baker, heard tes-
timony from 8 of Wu’s 
13 nominees, a mix of 
appointments and reap-
pointments, on Monday.

The terms run three 
years and members re-
ceive a stipend of $200 
a day, maxing out at 
$24,000 per year.

Two of Wu’s proposed 
reappointments — Sher-

ry Dong of Dorchester, 
who began serving under 
Mayor Walsh in 2021, 
and Hansy Better Bar-
raza, a Roslindale archi-
tect — appeared before 
Baker’s committee.

Dong has worked for 
20 years at Tufts Medical 
Center, serving as senior 
director of communi-
ty benefits and health 

BY SETH DANIEL
NEWS EDITOR

Franklin Park spreads 
across 527 acres where 
Dorchester, Roxbury, 
and Jamaica Plain meet, 
and a new 400-page city 
document made pub-
lic on Tuesday features 
upgrades over decades 
on just about every foot 
of that green space, a 
key link in Frederick 
Law Olmsted’s Emerald 
Necklace.

The Franklin Park 
Action Plan is a roadmap 
for using a $23 million infusion of money delivered 
through the 2017 sale of a downtown garage to 
improve and maintain the parkland. In an official 
ceremony on the “ruins” that were once the location 
of the original Elma Lewis Playhouse, city officials 
and community members discussed the opportuni-
ties presented by the bountiful funding.

“Our goal is to ensure that Franklin Park today 
is as beautiful and accessible as any space in the 
city – one that really reflects the roots of this Ol-

BY BILL FORRY
EXECUTIVE EDITOR

A massive proposal to transform 
36.5 acres of Dorchester’s Columbia 
Point waterfront into a mixed-use 
community was updated this week 
with significant changes to plans for 
affordability, open space, and public 
amenities.

The latest iteration of the Dorchester 
Bay City (DBC) initiative put forward 
by Accordia Partners, LLC, on Tuesday 
reflects changes suggested in a series 
of public meetings held in coordination 
with the Boston Planning and Devel-
opment Agency (BPDA) over the last 
two years. 

Once approved, the project would be 
built out in phases, much of it on land 

leased from the University of Massa-
chusetts, which stands to realize more 
than $200 million in payments over 
time. If fully built out as envisioned, 
the DBC footprint would include 1,957 
residential units, more than 4 million 
square feet of office and research 
space, and over 180,000 square feet of 
retail and restaurant space across 21 
development blocks bisected by Mount 
Vernon Street.

This latest version of the project also 
calls for nearly 20 acres of open and 
green space, including a “Dorchester 
Green and Dorchester Bay Esplanade” 
– a 3.5-acre waterside open space 
that the development team says is an 
important new element of the plan.

BY SETH DANIEL
NEWS EDITOR

Statistics kept by Bos-
ton Police show that 
shootings and gun vio-
lence are at an all-time-
low across Boston. But, 
in pockets of Dorchester 
and Mattapan, residents 
say that fear and anxiety 
about shootings is at an 
all-time high. Grappling 
with how those two re-
alities can both be true 
at the same time was 
a central theme at a 
City Council-sponsored 
hearing last Thursday 
evening at the Lilla 
Frederick Middle School 
on Columbia Road.

The hearing was orga-
nized by City Councillors 
Brian Worrell and Tania 
Fernandes Anderson 
in the midst of a long 
stretch of shootings, ho-
micides, and aggravated 
assaults. However, it 
was a broad-daylight 
shooting on Dec. 5 in 
front of the Joseph Lee 
K-8 School on Talbot 
Avenue just after school 

hours that grabbed the 
spotlight in the moment.

“The question we have 

to ask is who is Boston 
safe for,” said Worrell. 
“Outside the Joseph Lee 
School in District 4 on 

Monday more than 25 
shots were fired…Kids 
took cover in buses and 
under desks and the 
school was on lockdown. 
Two people were injured 
by gunfire.”

He added: “Crime stats 
may be on the downward 
trend, but this kind of 
violence looms large for 
District 4. I am tired of 
offering thoughts and 
prayers. There should 
be zero shots fired. One 
shot fired each year is 
too many.”

Mayor Michelle Wu, 
who did not attend the 
hearing, talked about the 
issue with the Reporter 
afterwards. “People’s 
memories and life expe-
riences stretch back to 
include all of those inci-
dents for many lifelong 
Bostonians, particularly 
when the fear of violence 
affects your life more 
than what any numbers 
would tell anyone,” she 
said. 
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Latest plan for Dot Bay City
adds a waterside ‘Esplanade’
Developer drops building for 3.5-acre green space

City unveils its
‘action plan’ for
upgrades across
Franklin Park 

Police Commissioner 
Michael Cox and the 
city’s senior adviser 
for public safety Rufus 
Faulk, above, were all 
ears as residents like 
Marvina Patterson aired 
their frustrations at last 
Thursday’s meeting. “I 
don’t go to restaurants 
in my neighborhood be-
cause I’m fearful of what 
might happen when I’m 
there,” she told them.

Seth Daniel photos

A rendering from the most recent iteration of the Dorchester Bay City pro-
posal shows how a new Pavilion (foreground) would be situated close to what 
planners call the Dorchester Esplanade. 

Image courtesy Accordia Partners, LLC/Stantec Architecture

Frustration, FEar, anD vioLEnCE
Dot, Mattapan residents air experiences
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City’s chief of Envi-
r o n m e n t  M a r i a m a 
White-Hammond.
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ZBa overhaul teed up for councillors to vote on
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Four Dorchester young 
ladies from the Boston 
Ballet School (BBS) are 
displaying their dancing 
talents this holiday sea-
son in Boston Ballet’s 
‘The Nutcracker’ at the 
Citizens Bank Opera 
House.

Mairead and Siobhan 
Manning, Isabella Rob-
bins, and Núria Silva 
Zongo are performing in 
Boston Ballet’s “The Nut-
cracker,” which opened 
Nov. 25 with performanc-
es through Dec. 31. 

The Manning sisters 
have been students at 
BBS for a year. Mairead 
is dancing as both a 
reindeer and Polichinelle 
while Siobhan is cast 
in the role of a lamb. 
Robbins, who has been 
a student at BBS for six 
years, is performing as a 
flower seller as is Nuria.

Mairead is a fifth grad-
er at Boston Collegiate 
and Siobhan is a third 
grader at the Dr. William 
Henderson Inclusion 
School. Both girls play 
with Dorchester Youth 
Soccer and serve as 
buddies with the Mar-
tin Richard Challenger 
soccer program through 
the Boys and Girls Clubs 
of Dorchester (BGCD). 
The sisters participate 
in many activities at 
BGCD, including swim-
ming on the Marr-lins 
swim team. They also 
run in the Youth En-

richment Services’ Track 
program and compete 
in tournaments through 
the Her Move Next chess 
program.

Robbins is a fifth grad-
er at Saint Brendan 
School, where she earns 
high honors and writes 
for the school newspaper. 
She has a love for all 
dance and began taking 
classes when she was two 
years old.  Besides study-
ing at BBS, she attends 
Miss. Linda’s School of 
Dance in Dorchester and 
the Woods School of Irish 
Dance in South Boston. 

At both schools, she 
has competed in many 
different dance forms all 
over New England. This 
spring, along with Miss 
Linda’s School of Dance, 
she will be performing at 
Universal Studios. 

There isn’t a day of 
the week when Isabella 
is not attending a dance 
class or two, but outside 
of dance she also enjoys 
playing ADSL softball, 
CYO basketball, figure 
skating, and cheering for 
her twin brother, Brady.

Nuria, who was born 
in Portugal, took up 
English when she came 
to America five years 
ago and began studying 
at BBS in March 2021. 
A seventh grader at 
Boston Latin School, 
where she is a member 
of the Latin Club, she 
is learning to play the 

viola. She loves sports,  
particularly swimming, 
thanks to the Murphy 
School swim team. 

All children perform-
ing in Nissinen’s “The 
Nutcracker” are stu-
dents of Boston Ballet 
School and Boston Bal-
let School’s Profession-

al Division at Walnut 
Hill School for the Arts 
and are coached by an 
experienced staff that 
includes Mikko Nissinen, 
Children’s Rehearsal 
Director Dalay Parrondo, 
and BBS’s faculty. 

Students auditioned 
and began rehearsing 

for the production in 
October. As part of this 
experience, they have 
earned the opportunity to 
dance alongside Boston 
Ballet’s 63 acclaimed 

professional dancers 
from around the world. 

PNC Bank is the pre-
senting sponsor of this 
“Nutcracker” production.

His Civil War service 
With the sensationalism 

garnered in the movie “Glo-

ry,” we reveled in the drama 
and impact of the Civil War. 
However, it also served to 
remind us of why that war 
was fought. While the 54th 
Regiment, led by Colonel Rob-
ert Gould Shaw, was the first 
African American regiment 
formed in Massachusetts, few 
of us realize that the-all black 
55th Regiment was led by a 
Dorchester, Mass., resident, 
Charles Barnard Fox, who 
was the son of the Reverend 
Thomas B. Fox, editor of 
the “Boston Transcript.” … 
Fox had enlisted in the Civ-
il War at Lyceum Hall on 
Dorchester’s Meeting House 
Hill, which was the local 

recruiting office. He received 
his commission as Second 
Lieutenant in the Thirteenth 
Massachusetts Infantry; one 
year later he was made First 
Lieutenant. In 1863, he was 
transferred to the Second 
Massachusetts Cavalry, with 
the same rank. That same 
year he was made Major of 
the 55th Regiment, an Af-
rican American regiment, 
being promoted to the rank 
of Lieutenant Colonel on Nov. 
3, 1863. 

The 55th Regiment had 
been trained at Camp Meigs, 
and was composed of African 
American men who had ev-
erything at stake in the war. 
… Fox’s obituary in 1895 
noted that “It was abundantly 
shown in his long and meri-

torious service in the army 
during the civil war, and 
especially in his readiness to 
enter a branch of the service 
that was not regarded with 
favor even by many who in 
theory favored perfect equal-
ity between races, and which 
was not calculated to attract 
the young soldier powerfully, 
in comparison with the more 
popular and agreeable posi-
tions in white regiments. 

“But Colonel Fox believed in 
the equality of the black men 
with the white, and whatever 
he believed he lived up to, and 
the relations which existed 
between him and the colored 
soldiers in his command were 
ever the most intimate and 
mutually regardful nature.” 
…

Col. Fox served in the Army 
of the Potomac until after the 
Battle of Fredericksburg, in 
the Siege of Charleston and 
in the Campaign in Florida, 
the Battle of Honey Hill being 
particularly gruesome. His 
record of bravery and courage 
was made known when he was 
made brevet Colonel of the 
55th Regiment; he resigned 
his commission on June 25, 
1865, two months after the 
end of the Civil War. … He is 
buried in the Fox family lot at 
Forest Hills Cemetery.

The above was excerpted 

from information at forest-

hillstrust.blogspot.com that 

was posted by Anthony M. 

Sammarco.
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The award-winning 
actor and cabaret sing-
er Brian De Lorenzo, 
of Dorchester, dazzled 
Greater Boston audienc-
es with the music from 
his new CD “I Know 
More Now” last month 
at Club Cafe in Boston’s 
South End.

Accompanied by Doug 
Hammer on piano, De 
Lorenzo performed piec-
es from the CD as well 
as excerpts from his first 
CD, “Found Treasures.”

“Nearly 20 years after 
my first recording, I 
realized I had songs in 

the corners of my mind 
begging me to record 
them,” said De Lorenzo. 
“So I said to myself, ‘I’m 
going to take these songs 
to my friend and collab-
orator Doug Hammer, 
and we’ll record them in 
his studio and see what 
comes of it.”

According to De Loren-
zo, the CD title comes 
from a line in “No More,” 
from Marvin Hamlisch 
and David Zippel’s “The 
Goodbye Girl.”

For more information, 
visit briandelorenzo.
com.

At left, Brian De Lorenzo

Boston Ballet’s ‘nutcracker’ production
includes 4 grade-school dancers from Dot

Dot actor and cabaret singer De Lorenzo debuts 2nd CD

Núria Silva Zongo, a 7th grader at Boston Latin 
School, will dance the part of the Flower Seller in 
Boston Ballet’s “The Nutcracker.”
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Isabella Robbins, a student at Boston Ballet School 
for six years, is performing in “The Nutcracker” 
through Dec. 31.

Mairead and Siobhan Manning of Ashmont.


